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Tue details of 220 cases of real or imaginary disease of 
the uterus, in which the speculum and caustic had been em- 
ployed by other practitioners, were published in a tabular 
form in the thirty-eighth volume of the ‘ Medico Chirurgical 
Transactions.’ Written histories, containing all the details 
of eighty additional cases which have since come under my 
observation in private practice, and in St. George’s Hospital, 
have been condensed into a similar tabular form, and are 
now presented to the Society. 
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Of these 300 patients, 47 were unmarried, one had barely 
completed her eighteenth year; there were several under 
twenty, and the greater number under thirty years of age, 
and were suffering from hysteria, leucorrhcea, dysmenorrhea, 
or some nervous affection of the uterus, without inflamma- 
tion, ulceration, or any structural disease or displacement 
of the organ. In case 256 the patient had been informed 
that the womb was prolapsed and much ulcerated, and some 
instrument had been introduced daily for six weeks, by a 
physician extensively engaged in the treatment of uterine 
disease, and great expense incurred, with an aggravation of 
all the symptoms. In this case I found the hymen so per- 
fect that it was impossible to reach the os uteri without 
employing an unjustifiable degree of violence. On the 
ground of morality, and on every other ground, the em- 
ployment of the speculum in these 47 cases could admit of 
no defence. 

Of these 800 patients 70 were barren, and the sterility 
was not removed, nor the hysteria, leucorrhcea, or disor- 
dered menstruation, under which the greater number were 
labouring, in a single instance relieved, or any benefit ob- 
tained. The injurious effects of a long course of speculum 
and caustic treatment upon the moral feelings and character 
of several of these individuals were not attempted to be 
concealed, the treatment being spoken of with horror and 
shame. 

Of these 300 patients there were a considerable number 
suffering from cancerous disease of the uterus, in all of 
which the symptoms were increased by the introduction of 
the speculum, and the application of caustic or the actual 
cautery to the ulcerated vagina, and os and cervix uteri. 
In case 236, though the carcinomatous ulceration was in an 
advanced stage, and the nature of the disease obvious to the 
most inexperienced, after an examination with the speculum 
a false prognosis was given, and iron heated to a white heat 
in fires of coke, was for months passed through the tube, 
and delusive hopes of recovery held out to the last, and the 
pecuniary concerns of the husband involved in irretrievable 
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ruin by the charges, medical and surgical, incurred by such 
unscientific, unprofessional, and unprincipled proceedings. 
Neither in the living nor im the dead body have I ever 
seen a case of simple ulceration from chronic inflammation of 
the os or cervix uteri, and to apply the term ulceration to 
states of the os uter1in which the mucous membrane, or, as 
it is termed by some, the basement membrane, is not de- 
stroyed by ulceration, is an abuse of language calculated 
only to deceive and mislead the members of the medical pro- 
fession, from whom the truth has been carefully concealed. 
The speculum emanated from the syphilitic wards of the hos- 
pitals of Paris, and it would have been better for the women of 
England had its use been confined to those institutions. 
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